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OCTOBER EVENTS 

Thursday, October 11 
4th Grade Jamestown/Yorktown 
visit to Horizon 

Friday, October 12 
PBIS Assembly, 8:15 am 

Monday, October 7 
Fire Department visits Kindergarten 
and 1st Grade 

Tuesday, October 8 
PTA Executive Board Meeting, 8:00 
am 
PTA General Meeting, 3:00 pm 

Wednesday, October 9 
Kindergarten Field Trip to Great 
Country Farms  
1st Grade Field Trip to Frying Pan 
Farm Park  

Friday, October 11 
4th Grade Field Trip to Mount 
Vernon 

Monday, October 14 
Holiday, NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, October 16 
Moveable Monday Schedule 

Thursday, October 17 
Comet Walk (rain date 10/21) 

Friday, October 25 
PTA Trunk or Treat 

Monday, October 28 
Student Holiday, Teacher Work 
Day 

Wednesday, October 30 
Poetry Masters Recitations 

Thursday, October 31 
Moveable Monday Schedule 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 

Greetings Comets!   
Thank you to all that were able to attend the Volunteer Breakfast/1st HPTA General 
Meeting on Wednesday, September 18 at 8:30.  We had approximately 30 in attendance.  
Please remember to have your license/ID scanned in the office RAPTOR computer system 
if you are planning on volunteering in the school throughout the year.   
Also, thank you to all that were able to attend the HPTA Movie Night last Friday, 
September 20.  It was a perfect night to watch the movie Gnomeo & Juliet under the 
stars.  It was a great night of fun for our Horizon Comet Community! 
In LCPS October is recognized as DISABILITY HISTORY AND AWARENESS MONTH.  A copy 
of the approved resolution can be found on p. 12 in the October Comet Courier.  At 
Horizon we strive to celebrate our inclusive practices each and every day and throughout 
the year.   

During this time in the school year, teachers start contacting parents to arrange for  
parent-teacher conferences. The purpose for scheduling conferences at this time in the  
school year is to give parents and teachers an opportunity to meet and share information 
about students – preferably your own children. The sharing of information between the  
teacher and parent should serve to strengthen the home-school connection. I hope that 
the conference experience will be enjoyed by all that participate. Please keep in mind the 
following: 

• Staff may not be in the office before 7:00 am; but there is someone in the office

by 7:00 am to buzz people in to the building.  Please sign in at the office before

heading down to the classroom for your scheduled conference.

• After dismissal until 4:00 there is an office staff member available to buzz you in.

You still need to check in at the office before heading to the classroom for your

scheduled conference after school hours.

• After 4:00 pm the building is locked. Teachers will meet parents at the front

entrance for any conferences scheduled after 4:00 pm. Please keep in mind that

they may be delayed momentarily between conference times. Feel free to have

a seat at the benches until they come to let you in the building.

Happy Fall! 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

http://www.lcps.org/horizon


2019-20 SCHOOL CALENDAR for Students 

August 22 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

August 30 School Holiday 

September 2 Holiday (Labor Day) 

October 14 Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 28 Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

November 1 End of First Grading Period 

November 4-5 Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days)  

November 27-29 Holiday (Thanksgiving)  

December 23-January 3 WINTER BREAK (Classes Resume January 6) 

January 17 End of Second Grading Period 

January 20 Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 21 MOVEABLE STUDENT HOLIDAY** (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 17 Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 3 Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

March 26 End of Third Grading Period 

March 27 Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day)  

April 6-10 SPRING BREAK 

May 25 Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 10 Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period 

**Note to parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns: The date of the MOVEABLE 
Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change, if the school calendar must be changed due 

to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. Parents with childcare or other scheduling concerns should be 
prepared.  



    A note from PE… 

We are so happy to see most of our students coming prepared with sneakers and 

appropriate wear for PE.  As we may enter colder weather, if your child wears 

boots to school on days when they have PE, please pack an extra pair of 

sneakers.  We also ask that if your child cannot participate in PE due to injury, 

please send along a note.  If they cannot participate for longer than 3 PE classes, 

they MUST have a doctor's note. 

-Mrs. Vazquez and Mrs. Ciccone

A message from Loudoun County Public Schools: 

LCPS is committed to reducing the amount of paperwork we send home to you. 

To achieve this goal, we implemented a service called Permission Click.  

Forms that require your signature will be sent in an email from Permission Click 

notifications@permissionclick.com.  

Please be sure to check your email service to ensure delivery of these messages. 

mailto:notifications@permissionclick.com


CRUMBS FROM THE COMET CAFÉ 
I hope everyone had a great beginning to the 2019/20 school year.  Time is just moving on so quickly, I can't 
believe one month is finished. 
I don't want to sound like a broken record but, please, please reapply for your free or reduce lunches.  Last year's 
approvals end Oct. 4th.  If you don't reapply you will be responsible for charges accrued after that date until you 
are approved again for the 2019-20 school year.  Breakfast and Lunch prices are the same as last year.  Breakfast 
is $2.10, and lunch is $3.05.  The price includes milk, entrée, vegetables, fruit and a grain.  If you have assisted 
lunches (free or reduced) the student must take a whole lunch.  This means they must take 3 of the 5 items listed 
in the price of a lunch or breakfast and one must be a fruit or vegetable.  They can take all 5 items, but they must 
take 3.  Please let the student know they may get both breakfast and lunch if they want.  Also, students on the 
free/reduced program may only get 1 breakfast/lunch a day.  If they want extra, chips, cookies, ice cream or 
another entrée they must have money on their account.  
This year My School Bucks is free, just create an account for each student and you can check to see how much is 
left on their lunch accounts, see what they are purchasing, and add money with a credit card.  I am still accepting 
cash and checks at the school.  Please make checks out to County of Loudoun not Horizon Elementary.    
“Taste it Thursday” is October 17th this month.  We love letting the students try different food items.  If they are 
interested in any of the entrées we have they can come in and ask for a taste of whatever we are having that day.  
We do provide a variety of fruits and vegetables so please let the student know to pick up at least a fruit which 
will make a complete lunch.   
Back by popular demand, it's pizza on Friday!  We tried something new by putting it on Wednesday but everyone 
liked it on Friday, so we do listen.  We tried several new items last month and had some success with them, but 
the October menu is a little different and I'm excited to see how the students respond to it.   
If you have questions about school breakfast or lunch please e-mail me at Rose.custer@lcps.org or call me at 571-
434-3263 and I will be happy to help you.
I have so enjoyed seeing the changes the students had over the summer.  Some I hardly recognize.  I sure do enjoy
seeing them every day.

Rose Custer 
Cafeteria Manager 

Music Notes 

• Horizon Chorus polo shirt orders and payments are due October 2.

• 4th & 5th Graders are buying recorders and method books early this year. Money and
payments are due October 11. If students already have a recorder and the "Be A
Recorder Star" method book, they may bring them to school on November 6.

• The Veterans Day Assembly is Monday, November 11 at 8:00 a.m. Please invite family,
friends, and neighbors who are Veterans so we can honor them!

• Please find all of this information and more on the Horizon Music web
page.  https://www.lcps.org/domain/7132

~Mr. Grivetti and Mr. Russell 

mailto:Rose.custer@lcps.org
https://www.lcps.org/domain/7132


Do you need a webcam cover for your Chromebook? Do you 

need some awesome stickers to decorate your covers? What 

about some fun, basic supplies such as gel pens and erasers?! 

Come check out the student run school store, outside room 25. 

The School Store is open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

from 7:30-7:50. 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Congratulations to the following students who were selected by their 

teachers for consistently showing the 3 C’s (Courtesy, Care, 

Cooperation) in school: 

Dettmer: Robbie Keller Abney: 
Toynbee: Nameera Khan Briskin: Alicia Neo 

Wright: Zaid Almahdawi Mueller: Ibraheem Adeel
Yang: Tyler Holmes  Nichols: Isla Siciliano 

Wallace: Maddy Finke 

Fornatora: Roshan Naveed Johnson: Hayenat Nabi Zada 

Perka: Sara Ayoubi  Strohl: Scarlett Perez 

Seufert: Sarina Met Wasser: Vanessa Foris 

Rooker: Penelope Dunn Zahid: Layla Askari 

Gruehn: Savannah Thompson 

Drury: Isabelle Sasso Engle: Ranson Thayambath 

Griffith: Andrea Pantella Estacio: Melania Fundatureanu 

Jeffers: Max Monahan Harrison: Jackson Beal 

Maher: Roshan Shah Mueller: McKinley Gough 

Rohrbach: Sim Meehan 

Guinevere Jornlin



Donate Used toys! 

Do you have any gently used toys that you could pass onto the preschool students in need? The 

Early Childhood Special Education- Autism (ECSE-A) class would love to have those preschool 

toys (Age: 2-5 years old) of all sizes. We also need crayons, washable markers, playdough, etc. 

Please drop off toys to the Front Office (attn: Room 4), or feel free to send them in a bag in your 

child’s backpack. Contact Su Ji Park, ECSE-A teacher, with any questions at su.park@lcps.org. 

Thank you!! 

HORIZON HEALTH OFFICE NEWS 

• Do you have any gently used shorts or pants with elastic waistbands that your child has
outgrown? Please donate them to the Health Office at Horizon! In addition, we need
new, packaged underwear for both boys and girls, of all elementary sizes. Your donation
is very much appreciated!

• Are you the parent of a fifth grader? If your fifth grader has a physical during the school
year, please send a copy of updated immunizations. A Tdap will be required for entrance
to middle school, and this will save you the trouble of having to get them in the spring!

• As a reminder, LCPS put a new policy in place last year regarding Tylenol. Please
remember that the health office no longer provides Tylenol to students. If you would like
to keep any medication in the health office for your child, please use the link below for
the appropriate paperwork.

The Authorization for Medication Administration can be found on the LCPS Student Health Services 

page, or by clicking this link:  

https://www.lcps.org/Page/218625 

http://www.moneycrashers.com/where-donate-used-toys/
https://www.lcps.org/Page/218625


DO YOU PLAN TO VISIT 

HORIZON THIS SCHOOL 

YEAR? 

Of course you do! 

Our visitor management system up and 

running. Every visitor to Horizon must have 

a scannable form of identification (driver’s 

license or state ID, passport ID -not the 

passport itself, or active military ID). We 

will still ask for your ID at the door, and 

then we will scan it in the office. Thanks for 

your cooperation in keeping Horizon a safe 

place for all our students! 

HORIZON HAS CAR 

MAGNETS FOR 

SALE! 

SHOW YOUR COMET SPIRIT! 

Car magnets are only $5.00 and 

are available in the office.  

(EXACT CHANGE OR CHECKS MADE OUT TO 

HORIZON ELEMENTARY ONLY) 

Welcome to the Library! 

In library, grades 3-5 are finishing learning about the library catalog and how to find 

books in the library.  We will be beginning our first novel study on Mr. Popper’s 

Penguins, and students will have a digital notebook accessible in Google Drive.  They 

will also be doing research on penguins and completing a STEM project at the end of the 

quarter.   

Grades K-2 are working on parts of a story with various books.  Some classes are working 

in STEAM center rotations after library class.  These centers range from arts and crafts 

to engineering and brain building activities.   

Jennifer Christiansen, Librarian 



Calling all Poetry Masters!!! 
The second Poetry Masters of 2019-2020 school year is here! Students in grades 1-5 are invited to participate 
in this fun and challenging activity that celebrates poetry of all kinds. Recitation Day is Wednesday, October 
30th! 

How does it work? 
Once each month, the Poetry Masters’ Flyer presents a choice of poems that vary in difficulty. The flyer will be 
available the first week of October in the front office. The challenge is for students to memorize one poem 
and recite it to the poetry listeners on the designated date. This is a fun, confidence building activity that 
students can work on at home by practicing their poem aloud. Poetry listeners are here to support and 
encourage students in their efforts!  

Options for recitation: 
1. Students can choose a poem from the Poetry Masters’ Flyer, from their class poetry units, or a favorite
poem of their own. Come with a copy of the poem you will recite.
2. Students may write their own original poem beforehand and recite it from memory but must bring a copy to
school with a parent’s signature.
Students who correctly recite the poem will receive a Poetry Masters prize and see their names in the Comet
Courier! In addition, our “POET-TREE” in the school will showcase the names of participants as well as original
poetry! We look forward to seeing and hearing these Courageous Comets on 10/30!!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING COURAGEOUS COMETS WHO RECITED 
POEMS IN SEPTEMBER: 

Lydia Yang Olivia Myers Yarelis Rosado Lopez Braxton Haas  
Addison Dudenbostel Malia Abney Rosie Bethel  Autumn Bernier 
Zaynab Sharieff Zubair Anjun Alexa Barry Miranda Reese 
Sara Ayoubi  Kami Cerniglia  Kabir Singh Colton Whyne 
Karthik Madireddy Abby Goldsmith Caleb Garcia  Hayley Starr 
Zoe Whitehead Avani Ghanta  Samheetha Vasan Taha Gassoumi 
Bella Chen Hamza Hazique Evie Whitehead Lilly Fernandez 
Tristan Singletary Adam Gamal  Madeleine Downs Emma Keller 
Colton Whyne  Leah Kidwell  Dalton Porter  Vanessa Foris 
Isaac McNeil  Olivia Davis Dylan Tufano  Liam Tully 
Talia Knutsen  



READING ROUNDUP  

October is a busy month at Horizon Elementary School. Teachers and 
students have learned routines and are digging into the academic 
wonders of being a year older and in a new grade level. Your children 
are reading more advanced books and are writing at greater levels of 
sophistication than they did the previous year. Growth is happening! 

October also brings conferences. Teachers are excited to invite you 
into their classrooms to talk in depth about your children. We 
celebrate their new accomplishments and are analyzing ways to help them grow even more. Part of those 
conversations will probably involve the variety of assessments teachers give your children in order to find out 
where they are as readers and writers, and to identify areas for new learning. We’d like to take this opportunity 
to give parents and caregivers more information about these assessments and what they mean to the teachers 
and to the students of Horizon.  
.  
DSA-Developmental Spelling Analysis. This assessment, given to all students from grades 1-5, is designed 
to help teachers understand your child’s spelling ability based on features of words and spelling patterns. 
Understanding what your child already knows how to do as a speller helps teachers identify strengths and what 
to teach your child next.  This instruction will be in the form of Word Study, an instructional practice that goes 
beyond the traditional method of memorizing spelling lists of words. Word study is based on research about the 
brain and how it learns, and  involves your child investigating and understanding the patterns in words.  

MAP-Measures of Academic Progress. This assessment is given periodically throughout the year and 
measures the growth a student makes from their baseline score in reading (and math) and specific skill and 
strategy growth as the year progresses. If your child’s teacher tells you a MAP score, remember that the year 
is new-the fall score is a baseline and will help your child’s teacher identify areas in which your child will benefit 
from instruction. This is true whether your child is reading below, at, or even above grade level texts.  

PALS-Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening. This assessment originates from the University of 
Virginia and is given to all students in kindergarten and first grade in the fall, as well as some students in 
grades 2 and 3. It measures a child’s ability to hear sounds in words, read words quickly and automatically, 
and spell sounds based on developmentally appropriate sound-letter relationships (similar to the DSA). If a 
student is found to be struggling in this very specific area, he or she will be given additional instruction to help 
them develop these foundational skills.  

DRA2-Developmental Reading Assessment-this assessment, given to all students at intervals throughout 
the fall, winter, and spring, is a standardized reading test used to determine a student's instructional level in 
reading. The DRA2 is administered individually to students by teachers. Students read a selection and then 
retell (orally or in writing) what they have read. Additionally, higher-level questions explore a child’s depth of 
understanding about the text they have read. The important thing to know about the DRA2 is that it is primarily 
used to help teachers determine next steps for instruction. 

If this all seems like a lot of assessment, it is, but remember that we truly want to know who your child is as a 
reader and writer. We explore in as much depth as possible so that we can provide explicit instruction to your 
child to help them grow. If you have questions, the literacy specialists at Horizon are always available to you. 

Eileen Snyder and Donna White 
Literacy Specialists 



Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 

All Loudoun County third grade students will take the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test between September 30 

and October 11, 2019.  The test will be given to students in their regular classrooms during their usual 

SEARCH time. Please prepare your child by making sure that he/she is healthy, well-rested, and that he/she has 

eaten a good breakfast on the day of the test.  No other preparation is needed!   

In order to help you, as parents, better understand the NNAT2, here are some frequently asked questions.  

1. What does the NNAT2 measure? The Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 2 assesses school learning ability

without requiring a student to read, write or speak. Instead, students rely on reasoning and problem solving

skills to complete the test items.

Many people assume that intelligence is differentiated in two categories:  verbal and nonverbal. The distinction 

actually refers to the content of the items on an intelligence test, not to the type of thinking or intelligence 

required. Verbal and nonverbal tests are two different ways of measuring intellectual ability.  

2. What types of questions are on the NNAT2?

There are four categories of questions on the NNAT2:

• Pattern completion: requires the student to complete a pattern by determining both general orientation

and design details of the missing portion.

• Reasoning by Analogy: requires the students to recognize a logical relationship between several

geometric shapes

• Serial Reasoning: requires the student to recognize sequence of shapes and changes in a sequence

• Spatial Visualization: the student must recognize how two or more designs would look when combined

The geometric shapes and designs used for each test item are culture-free.   A sample test item from the NNAT2 

is shown in the figure below (actual test items use blue, white and yellow because these colors are most easily 

perceived by those with color-impaired vision).     



3. Who will take the NNAT2?

Currently, all third grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools take the NNAT2 in the fall of the school

year.  The NNAT2 is available to students in grades K-12 for intellectual ability testing.

4. How long is the test?

The test has 48 items, which must be completed in 30 minutes.

5. How do I interpret the scoring report?

Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99, and describe a student's test performance relative to other students of the

same age in the national normative reference group. A student performing in the 95th percentile, for example,

scored higher than 95% of the students at his/her age.  Ranks between the 25th and 75th percentile fall within

the average range of normative expectations.

6. If there is a significant discrepancy between a student’s performance on the NNAT2 and his/her

achievement in the classroom, should I be concerned?

Students may score well on the NNAT2 who do not demonstrate high levels of achievement in the classroom.

The NNAT2 demonstrates that these students have the ability to succeed in school, though they may not have

acquired the skills required to achieve at that high level. Alternately, there are students who are very strong in

the academic domain who may score poorly on the NNAT2.

The NNAT2 helps us identify students who may not demonstrate their ability on more traditional tests of 

knowledge because of limited English proficiency, language or learning difficulties, or other factors that may 

hinder achievement. It should be kept in mind that the NNAT2 scores give only one piece of information about 

a student.  As with any assessment, some tests will identify the strengths of students more than other tests.  







Horizon Elementary PTA News

Your PTA dollars at work…
• Teacher allotments to help set up 

new classrooms
• Back to School Staff Luncheon

COMET WALK IS GOING RETRO!
October 17 (rain date: 10/21)

→ 100% support from Horizon families is our goal!
Register today: https://pledgestar.com/horizon

→ We need volunteers! Sign up to help at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4BAFA92AAAF94-horizon5

→ Schedule will be as follows: 
• 9 -10 am: Pre-K, MD/ID, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade
• 1:15 – 2:15 pm: 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade

Get your costumes ready!  
On October 25, we will be hosting 

TRUNK OR TREAT

Donuts
with

Dudes
November 11, 2019

We enjoyed the perfect weather for Movie Night.  A special 
thank you to Dr. Barakat for sponsoring this event.

A big THANK YOU to all our sponsors…

Staff Relations Dates to Remember…
• 10/2 – Custodian Appreciation Day
• 10/15-10/18 – National School Lunch Week
• 10/21-10/25 – National School Bus Safety Week

No school. No childcare?  No problem!
Majest Martial Arts has Columbus Day Camp on October 14 (7:00a-6:30p)

50% of the proceeds from Horizon attendees go to the PTA
Call 703.421.5844 OR E-mail MajestSterling@BeMajest.com

Thank you to all who participated in our first 
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night.  We earned $690!!

Want the latest information? Stay up to date with the PTA on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Questions?
Contact president@horizonelempta.com
Interested in getting involved?
Contact volunteer@horizonelempta.com

Join us at the next PTA General 
Meeting!
• 10/8/19 @ Horizon (3PM)
• 11/12/19 @ Ridgetop Coffee (9AM)



 

 
 

 

 

• Columbus Day • 

ALL DAY CAMP 

             50% of proceeds will go to Horizon PTA! 
 

Enjoy your Columbus day at MBA Majest! Any student from 
Horizon may attend. TaeKwondo classes, dodge ball, and other fun activities! 

Things to prepare: Water Bottle + Lunch (no nuts/peanuts) 
 

 

October 14th 
2019 

7:00am-6:30pm 

20964 
Southbank St 
Sterling, Va 

20165 

 
 

               -Please Email or call us- 
MajestSterling@BeMajest.com 

 703.421.5844 
www.BeMajest.com 

 



Horizon’s School Garden News 

 

 

Horizon 2.0 school garden is underway!  The courtyard garden is being updated and revamped 

for Garden Club and instructional use.  Ms. Nichols, first grade teacher, has been working hard 

procuring funding and working in the garden to get it up and running.  If you have an interest in 

volunteering in any capacity or have questions please email Dinah Lamb at 

Dinah.Lamb@lcps.org. 

 

          

 

mailto:Dinah.Lamb@lcps.org


                                             

 
CLOTHING DONATION 

DRIVE 
October 1st – November 8th 

 
The Potomac Falls cluster of schools will be collecting gently used winter clothing 

during the month of October. The donation drive is an opportunity for our school 

to support those within our community that have a need.  We will accept all 

clothing that is clean and in like new condition but are most interested in receiving 

seasonal clothes for winter.  

The clothing collected will support a No-Sale Yard Sale that will be held at 

Potomac Falls High School on November 16th from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 

Before you donate please make sure that if you wrote your child’s name in the 

item, you have removed it. Also, please make sure that the clothing has been 

washed. If possible, bring your donations sorted by gender and size. Please bring 

your bagged donations to Horizon and place in the donation boxes located in the 

lobby. 

We will also accept gently used coats, jackets and mittens. The coats will 

be donated to the LINK Coat Drive. 

 

Thanks for your support! 
The Potomac Falls Parent Liaisons 

Amy Sandridge - Horizon 



Potomac Falls High School 

Cluster  

Winter Clothing Drive 
 

Las bajas temperaturas todavia no han llegado, pero pronto llegarán!  

Estamos reciviendo donaciones de ropa, zapatos que ya no usen sus 

hijos y que esten tomando mucho espacio en sus casas.  La 

ropa debe estar limpia y poco usada.  Necesitamos prendas 

de todas las tallas para nuestro Clothing Drive.   

Los Parent Liaisons (enlace de padres) de cada escuela 

estarán reciviendo la ropa durante el mes de Octubre.  

Cada escuela estará recolectando la ropa y nos 

reuniremos en el high school para una "free no-sale 

clothing sale" (toda la ropa será gratís) el sábado 16 de Noviembre. De 

9:00am hasta las 11:00 pm!  Ayudemos a nuestros estudiantes y sus 

familias!  

Todos las prendas se recolectarán en las cajas, en la 

entrada de cada escuela, durante todo el 

mes de octubre.    

 

Gracias por su ayuda y comprensión! 

Los Parent Liaisons del Potomac Falls High School Cluster. 



What is a Parent Liaison? 

A Parent Liaison is a staff member who works to bridge the communication between school and home 

by helping parents get the information, help, and support they need to ensure their child’s academic 

and social success at school. We strive to make sure that each and every student has the necessary 

resources to help them achieve their best.  In this ever changing economic climate sometimes we find 

ourselves in need of outside resources and assistance.   

How can the Parent Liaison help me? 

Parent Liaisons can provide assistance with: 

o Food needs including weekend backpack meals 

o Clothing needs such as coats, winter and summer clothing 

o School supplies 

o Various in-school items such as field trip expenses, class parties, after school PTA 

programs 

o Information about community resources that can help with eye glasses, dental needs, 

healthcare needs 

o Other needs 

How can I get in touch with the Parent Liaison? 

If you would like to speak with Horizon’s parent liaison or would like any assistance, please call 571-434-

3260, email Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org, or complete the form on the back and return to school.  A new 

form must be submitted each year. 

 

¿Qué es un “Enlace Familiar”? (“Parent Liaison” en inglés) 

Es un miembro del personal escolar que trabaja para mantener la comunicación entre la escuela y el 

hogar.  Representa a los padres ayudándolos a obtener la información, ayuda y apoyo que necesiten 

para asegurar el éxito académico y social de sus hijos en la escuela. 

La función principal del Enlace Familiar es la de capacitar a los padres para que participen activamente 

en la educación de sus hijos. 

¿Como puede el “Enlace Familiar” ayudarme? 

Los Enlaces Familiares pueden proporcionar varios tipos de ayuda: 

o Necesidades de alimentos, incluyendo comidas para los fines de semana que se envían 

en mochilas 

o Ayuda de ropa como abrigos, ropa de invierno o de verano, o para eventos especiales 

como los bailes de “homecoming” y de graduación 

o Asistencia con gafas o lentes, necesidades dentales u otras necesidades de salud 

o Artículos y útiles escolares 

o Referencias e información sobre agencias de la comunidad 

o Otras necesidades 

¿Como puedo contactar a los Enlaces Familiar? 

Si desea hablar con un Enlace Familiar o quisiera algún tipo de ayuda por favor llame al 571-434-3260, o 

escriba al correo electrónico Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org. O si prefiere, por favor complete el formulario en 

la parte posterior y envíelo a la escuela.  Se debe enviar un nuevo formulario cada año. 

mailto:Amy.Sandridge@lcps.org


If you have a need and are interested in receiving information about assistance, please complete and 

return this form to the attention of the Parent Liaison at Horizon Elementary School.   

Por favor llene y regrese esta hoja a Atención: PARENT LIAISON de Horizon Elementary School. 

 

Parent’s Name/Nombre de los Padres: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name:/Nombre del Estudiante: _________________________________________________ 

Student’s Teacher’s name/Nombre del Estudiante: _______________________________ 

Contact Info/Información:  

Email: _________________________________________  Phone/Teléfono: ____________________ 

Would like information/assistance with – Deseo información/ayuda: 

 Backpack meals/Comidas de fin de semana en mochila 

 Other food needs/Otras necesidades alimentarias 

 Winter or summer clothes/Ropas de invierno o Verano 

 Eye care and glasses/Cuidados de la vista y/o gafas 

 Resources for medical or dental health services/Necesidades de salud médica o dental  

 School supplies/Artículos escolares 

 Help paying for school activities (field trips, PTA events) 

Others (please let us know)/Otros (por favor describa lo que necesite): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive 

Sterling, Virginia 20165 

(571) 434-3260 

Loudoun County 

Public Schools 

Dear Horizon Families, 

 

 In this ever changing economic climate sometimes we find ourselves in need of outside 

resources and assistance.  We strive to make sure that each and every student has the necessary 

resources to help them achieve their best. We participate in a Backpack Coalition program here at 

Horizon Elementary School. This program provides a bag with various food items that your 

child/children can eat when at home during weekends or holidays. (Examples: cereal bars, 

applesauce, granola bars, fruit cups, canned tuna, pasta cups). If you have a need and would like to 

be considered for the program, please return this form to your child’s teacher. 

 

❖ Students will receive a bag each Friday with food items. 

   

❖ First distribution will be sent home later this month and will occur as often as food supplies 

and support allow. 

 

❖ Occasionally other items, hats, gloves, information about free events, etc., will be included 

with the food in the bag. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Sandridge, Parent Liaison 

Cut and return bottom 

 

Backpack Coalition   Horizon Elementary 

____Yes, I would like my child/children to be considered for this program. 

____No, we are not in need of this program at this time 
 

_________________________           ______________________    

Child’s Name    Teacher’s Name    

 _________________________           ______________________     

Child’s Name    Teacher’s Name    

_________________________           ______________________    

Child’s Name    Teacher’s Name    

 

_________________________ _______________________ 

Parent’s Name   Parent Signature         

 

*By sending this in, I understand that my child may not always receive food from this 

program due to limited amounts of food donations. Food is not packed by LCPS employees. 

 

Please list any FOOD allergy your child may have___________________________________ 

 

Best way to reach you (phone or email) ____________________________________________ 



 

Horizon Elementary School 
46665 Broadmore Drive 

Sterling, Virginia 20165 

(571) 434-3260 

Loudoun County 

Public Schools 

Queridos Familiares de Horizon, 

 En esta economía que siempre se encuentra cambiando, a veces nos encontramos en 

necesidad de recursos de afuera y asistencia. Nosotros luchamos para que cada estudiante tenga los 

recursos necesarios  para que puedan lograr sus metas. Nosotros proveemos el programa Backpack 

Coalition aquí en Horizon Elementary School. Este programa provee una bolsa de comidas 

variadas que su hijo/hijos puedan comer fácilmente en casa durante los fines de semana o en los 

días festivos. (Ejemplos: cereal, salsa de manzana, barras de granola, copa de fruta, atún enlatado, y 

tazas de pasta). Si tiene necesidad y le gustaría ser considerado para el programa, por favor 

llene y devuelva la parte de abajo de esta forma a la profesora del estudiante los más pronto 

posible.  
❖ Estudiantes recibirán la bolsa de comida cada viernes.  

 

❖ La primera distribución de comida será manda a casa a finales de este mes, y ocurrirá siempre y cuando el 

apoyo de afuera permita la provisión de comida.  

 

❖ La consistencia del programa depende del apoyo recibido por organizaciones locales.  

 

Sinceramente,  

Amy Sandridge, Comunicadora de padres  

 

Corte y devuela la parte de abajo       

 

Backpack Coalition   Horizon Elementary 

 

____ Sí, quiero que mi hijo/hijos sean considerados para este programa. 

____ No estamos en necesidad de este programa por el momento.  

 

_________________________           ______________________    

Nombre de estudiante  Nombre de Profesor/a    

 _________________________           ______________________     

Nombre de estudiante  Nombre de Profesor/a    

_________________________           ______________________    

Nombre de estudiante  Nombre de Profesor/a    

 

_________________________ _______________________ 

Nombre de Padre   Firma de Padre 

 
*Al mandar esta forma yo entiendo que mi hijo/hijos pueda que no reciba siempre bolsas de 

comida debido a que recursos sean limitados. La comida no es empacada por los empleados de 

LCPS. 

 

Por favor escriba cualquier ALERGIAS de comida que tenga su hijos/hijos___________________ 



 

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL! 
Do you want to help raise money for Horizon in a SUPER EASY way? Just do what 

you already do – buy groceries!  
How does buying groceries help Horizon, you ask? 

 
Help support Horizon Elementary by registering your grocery store cards and cutting Box Tops for Education. 

Our school earned over $2,000.00 last year, and it’s so easy! Invite friends, neighbors, and relatives to support 
our school. Just ask them to register and designate Horizon Elementary! See the details below: 

 
 

Do you shop at Giant? 
Giant Food – School ID: 03686 – If you have never registered your Giant 
Bonus Card before, please do. But if you’ve already done it and selected 

Horizon Elementary, you do NOT need to re-register! 
To register, or check to see if you are registered, use the link below and click on either 
register or sign in on the top right of the screen: 

https://giantfood.com/school-rewards/ 
 

 
Do you shop at Harris Teeter?  
Harris Teeter – School ID 5928 
You MUST register every year! Please click on the link below to 
register! 

https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms 
 

 

We also collect Box Tops for Education throughout the year. The first 
contest for Box Tops is starting soon – please turn them in to your child’s teacher, or use the 
app in the flyer on the next page! 
  

https://giantfood.com/school-rewards/
https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms


 

 

 

 



The following programs are being offered by the Parent Resource Center at LCPS. 

Click the link here for more information or to register for any of the seminars: 

https://www.lcps.org/ParentResourceServices

Please join us for these upcoming 

meetings of MSAAC, held at the LCPS 

Administration Building, 7-9 PM 

Wednesday, October 16 

Topic: Addressing Race and Trauma in 

the Classroom 

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

Topic: Discipline Disparity 

Horizon's MSAAC Rep: Shannon 
Moore

SEAC – Special Education 

Advisory Committee 

Interested in finding out the latest in 

special education? Click on the link below 

for Special Education programs, events, 

and information. You can even sign up to 

be on SEAC’s email list for all the latest 

news and information related to Special 

Education.  

https://www.lcps.org/Page/1513 

Horizon's SEAC Rep: TBD
2019-2020 SEAC Rep Wanted!

Contact Mrs. Ewing for more info if 
interested.

https://www.lcps.org/ParentResourceServices
https://www.lcps.org/ParentResourceServices
https://www.lcps.org/Page/1513


LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUPIL SERVICES 

Office of Special Education 

Administration Building 
21000 Education Court, 4th  Floor 

Ashburn, VA  20148 

Telephone: 571-252-1011 
FAX: 571-252-1244 

 

September 24, 2019 
 
 

TO: Special Education Designees 
 

FROM: Dr. Pat Nelson, Director, Office of Special Education 
 

SUBJECT: 2018-2019 Indicator 8 Parent Involvement Survey 
 

 
The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is asking for families who have a child 
with a disability and is provided special education services through an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) to participate in the 2018-2019 Indicator 8 Parent Involvement 
Survey. The online survey is now open and available for completion in English and 
Spanish at the following websites: 

 
 

Families who have more than one child receiving special education services are 
requested to complete a survey for each of their children.  It is important to note that 
your responses are recorded anonymously and cannot be personally linked to 
your child.  The survey concludes January 31, 2020. 

 
Surveys are provided in paper form for families who do not have computer access. 
Surveys will be forthcoming to your school via the courier. Please ask case managers to 
distribute the surveys to students who do not have computer access. 

In addition, please include the following information in your school newsletter: 
 

The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) is asking for families who have a 
child with a disability and is provided special education services through an 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) to participate in the 2018-2019 Indicator 8 
Parent Involvement Survey. The online survey is now open and available for 
completion in English and Spanish at the following websites: 
 

• English Version:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VDOEENGLISH  

• Spanish Version: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VDOEESPANOL 
 

Families who have more than one child receiving special education services are 
requested to complete a survey for each of their children. It is important to note 
that your responses are recorded anonymously and cannot be personally linked 
to your child.  The survey concludes January 31, 2020. 

 
cc: Principals 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VDOEE
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VDOEESPANOL


 

  

  

OFFICE REMINDERS 

Students are permitted to enter the building each morning at 7:30 am.  Those students ordering breakfast may 
go straight to the cafeteria.  All other students will go straight to their classrooms to start unpacking and start 
their morning routines.  The start bell will sound at 7:50 am.  The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  
Students MUST be in their classrooms at 7:50 AM; arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, unless 
a doctor’s note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be escorted into the building by an adult.  
School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the 
main office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  Once in the office, a staff 
member will sign you in using our visitor management system.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the 
office.  This will cut down on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the absentee line at 571-434-3261 
to report the absence or late to school information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a note in with your child in the morning.  
The office cannot redirect children after school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a 
change during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. Please call the school to verify we 
received your fax. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in any of 
our school programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 
Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five working 
days prior to the activity. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to improving our 
strategies for increasing student achievement and in 
closing the achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by staff, with parent 
input.  If parents are interested in participating in this 
process please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-434-
3260.  The plan is reviewed and revised throughout 
the year according to the results achieved.   

The 2018-2019 SIP can be found on the Horizon 
website and will be updated soon. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has areas designated for lost 
items such as lunch boxes, and clothing.  Students 
who misplace their belongings can check in the Lost 
and Found that is located outside the cafeteria by 
the water fountains.  Items of value or importance 
such as glasses, jewelry, and keys are kept in the 
front office.  If your child has lost an item, please 
encourage them to check in the Lost and Found or 
with the office secretaries.  Items that go unclaimed 
will be donated to a local charity at the end of 
each quarter. 

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org. 
You can also follow her on Facebook, 
"Debbie Rose- School Board"  

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - 
brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  

Beth Huck, At Large - lcsb@lcps.org 

 

HORIZON IS ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER! 

Visit Horizon's Facebook page to keep up to date on school events and happenings! Check us out 
at: facebook.com/HRZSterling and be sure to Like our page to get your updates. 

We are also on Twitter. Click the links below our calendar to follow us!  

https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling   https://twitter.com/HorizonElem 

 

mailto:lcsb@lcps.org
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://www.facebook.com/HRZSterling
https://twitter.com/HorizonElem


Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 

Please help us to make a smooth arrival and dismissal by reviewing the following procedures if you are 

dropping off and picking up your child/children: 

1. Student arrival and drop off can start once staff are on duty at 7:30 am each morning.  

2. Please consider arriving at school a little earlier on inclement weather days. We have very few cars from 7:30 to 

7:40 and then a mad rush from 7:40 to 7:50, which tends to back up the line and impact the number of students 

who end up being tardy.  The bell rings at 7:50. Any students not in their classrooms by 7:50 when the bell rings 

are counted as tardy.  

3. Car drop off is to the east side of the building. Pull all the way up to the first orange cone to allow 

as many cars into the Kiss and Go area as possible. If you get here first, please do not park along the 

circle, PULL ALL the way up to be courteous of other cars! C a r s  n e e d  t o  pull forward so that 

traffic does not back up on Broadmore Drive. 

4. When cars leave in front of you, pull as far forward as you can. 

5. NEVER get out of your car and leave it unattended in the drop lane. This blocks all the traffic and 

creates a backup.  

6. Speed limit in the Kiss and Go area should be no faster than 10 mph.  The difference in time from the entrance to 

the far cone is only 10 seconds; safety first! 

7. Children should be able to exit or enter the car independently. Parents who must assist their 

child/children should park in one of the designated parking spots in front of the school and walk the 

student across the crosswalk to the front entry of the school. 

8. Please do not use the designated handicapped parking spots if you do not have the legal 

authorization (placard/license plate) from the DMV. 
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